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“On the first day of class, he walked in with the professor, and I immediately 
noticed how charming and confident he was,” says Bahareh, who sweetly 
refers to her husband as Shar. “He wasn’t assigned to my group, but my 
best friend—who was—got to know him well and found out that Shar and 

I have a lot in common.” When the same loyal friend 
organized a group study session, the two met—and 
the rest, as Bahareh puts it, “is history.”

It was in the fall of 2008 that Shahriar popped the 
question while he and Bahareh were vacationing 
with friends in Amsterdam. He enlisted the help of 
their friends, who insisted to Bahareh that they were 
too tired to go on the day’s planned activities. With a 
plausible excuse in place, Bahareh did not have any 
reason to be suspicious when it was just the two of 
them that night on a dinner cruise along the city’s 

famous canals. “He started talking about our future together. Before I 
knew what was happening, he got down on one knee and proposed. We 
celebrated our amazing engagement with our friends for the next few 
days,” the bride remembers.   

The couple waited about a year before starting their wedding plans. 
When they were ready, Bahareh and Shahriar focused first on choosing 
their venue. “After looking all over Los Angeles and Orange County, we 
decided to go with [a] luxurious, private resort in Pasadena. It’s a historic 
property with amazing spaces that added so much elegance to our 
special day,” raves the bride of The Langham Huntington. The landmark 
hotel served as both the ceremony and reception location, lending the 
classical glamour of its Viennese Ballroom to the sophisticated style 
of the wedding. White was the featured color, from the flowing drapes 
covering the walls to the bountiful bouquets of orchids perched upon 
glistening crystal vases. Pink, the bride’s favorite color, was incorporated 
for a touch of warmth, adding a rosy glow to the reception through the 
use of colored lighting. Sparkling details enhanced the elegance of the 
room: gleaming mirror-topped tables, gold-trimmed chargers and even 
Swarovski crystal-encrusted cake servers. The cake, a towering six-tier 
masterpiece decorated with orchids and rows of rhinestones, was a 
fitting emblem of the opulent festivities.   
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A Rosy Rendezvous 
		   Shahriar Parvizpour graduated from UCLA’s School of Dentistry, he returned to the university as a part-time tutor. In 
following his passion for teaching, Shahriar found true love when he was introduced to Bahareh Fathi.  
After

The celebrated Persian poet Masoud Fardmanesh led the couple’s 
traditional Persian ceremony. One of the main elements of this ceremony 
is the sofreh aghd, an elaborate array of symbolic items that is placed on 
the floor before the bride and groom. Painted eggs, flatbread and gold 
coins are some of the objects laid on the typically luxurious fabric to 
represent fertility, blessings and prosperity. “Since in our Persian tradition 
we do not get married in a holy place, I wanted to bring a spiritual feel to 
the ceremony site. For the sofreh aghd, we chose tulle, crystals, candles 
and [an] assortment of white flowers,” describes Bahareh of her selections 
for the display. 

Following the ceremony, the bride and groom wanted to celebrate 
their nuptials by having a good time with their loved ones. “We hired 
an amazing band and danced the whole night, like we’ve never danced 
before. We truly had fun with all of our close friends and family,” shares 
the bride, who offers the same sage advice to future brides. “Forget about 
everything on your wedding day, and just try to have fun.” 
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•Do you have any advice for 
future brides? 

“I would say what made a huge difference 
in my experience was hiring the right 
wedding planner. The right planner 
can minimize the stress of planning a 
wedding. It’s very important to book all 
the vendors way in advance, including 
hair and makeup. Do not leave things 
for the last minute because the last two 
weeks before the wedding are especially 
stressful. Also, pick a budget and spend 
the money in the areas that are important 
to you. Invitation cards set the tone for 
the wedding, so it is one area [on which] 
I’m glad I spent the money. Forget about 
everything on your wedding day and just 
try to have fun.”

Wedding Coordinator
Fancy That! Event Design and 

Coordination, Christine Zohrabians

Bridal Salon
Jobyna’s Bridal

Bridal Gown
Ines Di Santo

Bridal Veil
Royal Accessories, LLC

Bridal Shoes
Manolo Blahnik from Nordstrom

Bridesmaid Dresses
Saks Fifth Avenue

Flower Girl Dresses
Us Angels

Groom’s Formalwear, Shoes & 
Accessories

Barneys New York

Custom Wedding Accessories 
Creative Touch Inc.

Engagement Ring
Tiffany & Co. 

Wedding Rings & Jewelry 
Aspen Diamond Company

Makeup Artist
Karen Hengst 

Hair Stylist
Cristophe Salon, Sammi Emmar

Venue & Catering
The Langham Huntington

Pasadena, CA

Stationery
Creative Works Designs

Officiant
Masoud Fardmanesh 

Florist
Tic Tock Couture Florals

Ceremony & Cocktail Music
Houshang Moaddeli 

Reception Entertainment
Andy & Shani

Photography
Duke Photography

Videography
Setareh Productions 

Cake & Desserts
Rafi’s Pastry

Linens
White Night Design

Rentals
Royal Events, Inc.

Lighting
Images by Lighting

Specialty Rentals 
B.B.Simon 

Persian Ceremony Design
Sofreh Aghd by Fakhereh Maleki 

Honeymoon Destination 
Kaua‘i
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Rhinestone-encrusted oval picture frames 
made for dazzling and practical escort 
card holders. 

Custom-made glass tabletops added a modern touch 
to the dessert station.

Columns of orchids surrounded 
the sweetheart table.  

The sofreh aghd is a display of symbolic objects, including 
two candelabras that are meant to represent the couple’s 
bright future. 


